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As the codes contamed in DNA

- 125 adoptees foster chlldren and-

.. more adoptees began to searches,

| Vilardi, as head of the ISRR, was
1nnunadated with requests for

,molecules set our genetic poten-.

tial, Emma May-Vilardi’s Soundex

codes determine: the. emotlonal fu-

’ture of the peoplé in her reglstry

" For the past nine years, the 62-

year -old ‘housewife -has: main--

tained, single-handedly and free of

charge, an adoptlon reumon regls-
try.
_ Adaptmg a tlhng system widely
used by federal and:state govern-

‘ments - for” stat1st1ca1 recordkeep-_

ing, Vilardi* ‘has built her Interna-

bn'th parents. .
“The _daughter of an adoptee

Vllardl -experienced first-hand" the
‘bewilderment of the -secrecy sur-.

roundmg adoption when her moth-
er’s retirement pension was with-

held because she could not
:produce a b1rth -certificate. Indi- -
ana, where her: ‘mother--had been
orphaned ‘and put.up for adoption. -
in- 1904, refused - access 'to the
‘records, and Vilardi began a let-
‘ter-writing ‘and legal battle that: -
.eventually freed her mother’s

-~

_records. Her son married an adop-

- tional Soundex . Reunion Registry

into the ‘world’s largest. It now has

16,129 active ‘registrants and last
'year made ,60i~ifmatches mvolvmg

‘tee, and V11ard1 S experience-as a
_hlstorlan and ‘genealogist ‘'was
called  upon - again to find her-
-daughter-ln-law s blrth parents
,whlch.she did. : -
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In the mid-"70s, when more and

“help.’ In 1979, she wrote the first.

how- to-search handbook for: adop-

“tees. She also gives search work-

shops at national seminars and
explains how to glve and .get
‘geneticdata. .-

_Oneout of every 10 reglstrants

in' the ISRR have medical- prob-
- lems. directly traceable to genétic

causes, -Vilardi said. If -that 10

" percent ratio holds true for~ all -

“~adoptess, 500,000 of the 5 million

adoptees in the United States have-
: medical problems related - to he-
redity-which they do not have and

cannot get information on.
- Basically,‘ the _Soundex Code

j;jready because ot 1ts numerlcal
base When three or more ot the

'Once a match is made it is up

to the people concerned. to decide
it they  will” make contact with
each’ other, V11ard1 said. ' '

- The- corporatlon whlch adm1ms--.

ters the registry was granted tax-
exempt status -in 1982, and dona-

o tions are. bemg accepted to pur-
‘-chase .a computer system: " Until

then Vilardi continues to manual-

< ’ly process’ apphcatlons, ‘a labor of

love which consumes an average

aweek she estlmated
-The researcher said - the regls-

] try s first match was .in 1977, two

years after it was begun. It really

-began. to function: effectively in

1981, “however, she said, and in
1982, she began tlndmg matches on
a. weekly basis. - After a  ‘‘Dear

ters a day. One day, she said, her

o postal carrier told her she re-

_ : ‘The adoptlon experlence cannot be free o
L'i_dlslocated human arrangements. For the most part, -
*’soaety handles the. dislocation by offering a- substitute ..

"farmly, but at a price. That price is the suppresion of the.
,adoptees ‘life story’ — the psychologlcal -and -practic:
ni\of' h|s or her personal hlstory and blologlca‘._

~Vilardi said. With .names

of eight to 14 hours a day six days ~
- mental health of searchers to wor-

rying -about those whose- fears -

tions, Vilardi. has bypassed

Abby’’-column about the registery -
- in November 1983, Vilardi, said she
“began receiving - thousands- of let-
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det I.n ‘ <=| s tr y ; : e| PS t tousands

celved ‘more mail than all the -

‘businesses in Carson City com- = .-

bined — about 3,000 letters. -
To date, the ‘‘Dear ‘Abby”’ col-

umn has generated -more - than -
9,000 -requests - for as31stahce At -

least one person involved: in the -

last elght matches registered as a-

result of reading the column, she

said, and-more: and more men are .

registering. o
Vilardi refuses no one, charges

no one and assures everyone conh- R

dentiality.
*I wanted one place where any

human being could reach, and a. .
hand wasn’t being held out tor S
.money,” she said. ,

Each party in the - adoptlon' g

triangle — adoptees, natural par- - f ‘
ents and adoptive parents- =g

| Psychohistorian Robert Jay Lifton 1

“trlad”' or adoptlon
groups, and about 300 of
groups participate in the T

“Concerned United Blrthparents

- “Orphan Voyage,” -(the original .
group), and “‘Parents. and Adop-
tees Uplifted” —

the ‘grougs offer-
emotional support and advice on'

how to conduct a proper search m;' L

a legal manner, she said.

" Vilardi ‘gives no direct assist- < -
ance with searches, but she will =~

adviSe people on who to contact.

At first, adoption’ agencies felt; 2
Jeopardlzed by adoptees search- - .-
ing, -Vilardi -said, but they have.
‘since realized it opens up a whole = -
new field of . counseling. Many .~
“mental

health workers have
switched from worrying about the -

prevent them from searchmg, she
said.
. By structuring the reglstry to

contain only voluntary :registra

stumbling block to adoptlon-rela, _

ters wants -a reunion, she. never ‘
(See MANY Page 4) '

Because everyone who regls- ,
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: Emma‘ lMay Vilardi and'fthe logo_of ‘the. ISRR bullt,
‘ hown to man of a Chlld

Appeal photos by*’
Lisa J..Smith
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e and place where they were - tound
-+ 'she said; becatiSe no one’s prlvacy' ‘
is “being -invaded. However, a"55-
- year-old-adloptee asked :for somie
\nonaldentltymg intormatlon from:
cy . an-adoption.agency a few, years 4
‘ - ago and was told-he- would have to - -Ug|
fget a not -of. permlssmn trom hls. :

‘, 0 - “Kill off” the
rwmch otten i goes

= The’ Walver dliows any ot the ‘in the mirror,””
three ‘segments of theadoption . themes; she sald

+% triangle to legally waive rights.of -
4;:5 confidentiality. ‘At the same time, to 56
it limits - the ‘waiver according to- the
_i-the "wishes " of ' the -person. . For

‘ p
Most adoptees searchlng are 36 lndnappmg a chlld and
ars old, Vilardi said; but. . ‘“chosen-child’’ and

e has reglstered is 98. child” stories that carm
‘Some adoptees w1lt not g0 into a* acmld s adult life. _
“Emstance release of - information’ . sear til. they i are sure- the1r If a mother can love two ‘¢
-may be limited to. adoptive par- > des dren, why can’t an adoptee love
_ents ...~only: to adoptee at age’ of they do not - want t0 lhurt them ,\_,twn mothers; sheask :
maJorlty . only to adoptee’s issue - ““But.- the: need- is: always there; - ~Vilardi- advise
medlcal ~informatis _-society Just has not recogmzed it, ” some of the above co ,ng me
phys1c1ans ete. she sa1d nisms, adoptlve parents- pra‘
. - The form has been submltted to . Even } the birth parents. :

: so many courts, the: legal commu- ‘Vilardi will accept reglstratl

“j: nity made- prowswns to: accept it ,
:tor persons younger thai
zand.. some states now requlre lt_ holds them for

Qnshesald e e o

o Ry wetical *18th birthday. She"

So basm ahd pr - -persons wrx}tlmg the registr’

request a form erclose a st

" self-addressed: envelope .Ory
 tions . wishing - to. partici
behalf of their membersh
“encouraged to ‘phiotocopy .0
_‘copies of the forms then

" long as no. changes ar
" because - of -copyright - af

] L lt

_ The hves of thos volved in ;’
“ the adoptlve trlad s interwoven ., éing
the past t0 haunt anoth- “in"’'pain, anger, hurt and love.
- Driven apart by adoption  laws,
_'_they are nevertheless- emotlonally 4
é mterdependent ‘she'said. : ‘

h parents but to.
intasies of the

*-~. Most people who call her to ask“ , ‘the .group for legal 1mp11catlons =
" about-the_registry are not- just' 'whom secrecy is enforced so rigid- Anyone w1sh1ng to regrster ;
. eurious, Vllarq; said: “ They are ly through privacy laws, she said. send:"a ; stamped, se]f..addr

to tight their " Vilardi. said she has_ known(
\ y atre _endous need - 101‘; “adoptive parents to disown:a child
; selt e,dentlty i“f' SRR " who- decldes to search for- hls or-




